Forensics experts open offices and create job in Leeds
One of the country’s leading computer and mobile ‘phone forensics businesses is to open a Leeds office, creating up to 6 jobs in the next 12 months.

MC Ware and HD Forensics, whose headquarters are in Stokesley, North Yorkshire, are to open offices at Thorpe Park in Leeds thanks to the rapid surge in demand for their services in 2009.

HD Forensics is a computer and mobile ‘phone forensics specialist and security consultancy company providing an impartial, independent professional digital forensic investigation service to both defence and prosecution clients.
The business has worked on several high profile cases and provides an expert witness service for court. All of the company’s specialists are trained and certified by the UK's leading legal training consultancy for non-lawyers, Bond Solon, and Cardiff University

MC Ware is one of Teesside’s longest-established IT companies, established in 1998, specialising in the anti-spam field, managing network installations, disaster recovery, telephone systems, marine installations and web and internet design. 

To manage the new Leeds offices HD Forensics has recruited one of the UK’s leading computer forensics investigators, Simon Mitchell. 
Simon, from Leeds, is one of the most qualified forensic computer investigators in the country as an Encase Certified Instructor (EnCi). Encase, a series of forensic software products, is used by law enforcement agencies in civil or criminal investigations. Simon is one of only a handful of certified instructors and works with the Police and other Government departments to train staff.
As a member of the British Computer Society and a Certified Computer Examiner recognised by the Internationally Society of Forensic Computer Examiners, Simon has worked on forensic investigations for computers, mobile ‘phones, PDAS such as Iphones and Blackberrys, and GPS systems.
Jonathan Wheatley runs both MC Ware and HD Forensics and is a chartered member of the British Computer Society, a member of the Society for Computers and Law, a member of the Fraud Advisory Panel and a qualified ethical hacker.

In the last year, MC Ware and HD Forensics have seen profits grow by over 40%, to in the region of £1.6 million, thanks to their experience in diverse markets. As well as winning new contracts with businesses in areas such as hospitality and professional services, MC Ware has recently been appointed to work in sectors including oil and gas, marine and renewable energy.

To cope with this growth, MC Ware almost doubled its workforce from 8 in 2008 to 15 and is already recruiting more investigators and support staff to work for HD Forensics in Leeds. In total, up to 6 will be employed in Leeds in the coming 12 months.
Jonathan Wheatley said: “2009 was an extremely successful year for both MC Ware and HD Forensics which saw demand for services increase dramatically. This was largely down to the fact that we have broken into new sectors and offer a specialised service.

“We do a lot of work in the Yorkshire region so felt the time was right to open offices there as it is central to that region. We’re also delighted to have Simon Mitchell managing our operations in Leeds as he is very highly regarded in the industry and is a real asset to our team.” 

Simon Mitchell, from Leeds, added: “HD Forensics is a fast-growing business which is thriving on its outstanding reputation in the sector. I am looking forward to sharing my knowledge and experience with the team and taking on new challenges all over Yorkshire.”
